A Letter from a Gentleman in the Country to his 
Repreſentative in Parliament, ſhewing the expcdicnce of ta- 
king away 25 Ca. 2. 4.2. a$to making the receiving the Sa- 
crament a Qualification for an Office, 


SIR, 

Othing ccrtainly can be more otienſive to GodAlmighty than to abuſe bis own 
Inſtuuuons, which none do more thai they,who make ule of them fur other 
purpoſes, than they were in their original inftitution deſign'd. 

| deſire you therefore ſeriouſly to conſider with me, theſe following things, 
and by that time you have well weighed them, I hope you will think yourLetter aſi e1'd 

The firſt thing | obſcrve to you is, 'The nature and end of the Sacrament of the | ords 
Supper, as it Is now, and cver hath been owned by the Church of Enzland (ince th + Re- 
formation. And as to this, I ſhall not give it you in my own words, but the words of 
the Articics, the Homilies, and ſome Divincs of the 'Church of FEnzland 

Of the Articles. Sacraments ordained of Chriſt, be not only badges or tokens of Chriſtian 
mens prof eſſien ; but rather they be certaip. ſure Witneſſes, and eff «tual frgns of grace, and Gods 
good will towards us,by ihe which he doth work invifibly in us, and dith not only quicken, but al/s 
ſtrengthen and confirm cur Faith im him, Declares the Sacraments to be but two ; then adds, 
That the Sacraments were not ordained of Chriſt ro be gazed pon, ur to be carried about, but 
that we ſhould duly uſe them. And m ſuch only as worthily recerve the ſame, they have a whole- 
ſome effe& or operation ; but they that receive them unworthily, purchaſe to themſclues Damna- 
tion, as S. Vaul ſaith. 

Of the Homilies. Now with life, or rather more brevity, you ſhall hear how many Sacra- 
ments there be, that were mmſtituted by our Savicur Chriſt, "and are to be continued, and received 
of every Chriſtian in due 1:98 and order,and for (uch purpole as our Saviour Chriſ? willed them 
to be received. And as ſor the number of them, if they ſhould be conſidered according to the ex- 
att ſionification of a Sacrament, namely, for the 1i/ible ſigns,expreily commanded in the New 
Teltament ; wherewno 15 annexed the promiſe of free forgroeneſs of our ſin, and of cur hulineſs 
and joining in Chriſt, there be but two, namely, Baptiſm and the Supper of the Lord, For this 
is quoted St. Auguſt me. : 

Of Divines. So much I told you at the beginning , that Sacraments were outward riohts and 
ſolemmities, to expreſs our conſent to the new Covenant : and whereby we fignifie cur ſettled pur- 
poſe, and engage our faith, to perform the duties of Chriſtianity ; as ever we expett that Chriſt 
Teſs ſhould be a Saviour to w. And particularly applys it to the Lords Supper. 

This Myſtery was inſtituted as a federal or Covenant Right to be uſed under the Goſpel, to en- 
gage all ſuch as uſe it to the ſtrict obſervation of vbat Religion, which is eftabl:iſhd by the Goſpel. 

1 might add Dr. Taylor, Hammond, and indeed all the Devout men of the Church of 
Englaud, that have writ upon this Sacred Rite, who all agree in the ſame thing : But 
for brevitics ſake I «mit them. | | 

And ſhall next conſider what the perſons are, which the Church of England reckons 


duly qualified for the Lords Supper. 
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Examine your lives and converſations by the rule of Gods Commandments, and whereinſoever Book ofCom- 


Je ſhall perceive your ſelve: to have effended, either by will, 2ord or deed, there to bewail your 


mon Prayer, 
xhortation 


021 ſinfulne[s, and to confeſs your ſelves to Almighty God, with full promiſe of amendment of life. ber 


Confider how St, Paul exhorteth all perſons diligently to try and examine themſelves, —_ t 
preſume to eat of rhat Bread and drink of that Cup. For as the benefit is greas, if wit 

enitent heart, and lively faith, we receive that holy Sacrament (for then we ſpiritually eat the 
fleſh of Chriſt, and drink his blood , 1hen we dwell m Chriſt and Chriſt in us; we are one with 
Chriſt and Chriſt with us) ſo is the danger great if we receive the ſame unworthily. For then we 
are guilty of the body and blood of Chrift cur Saviour ; we eat and drink our own damnation, cs 
conſidering the Lords body ; we kindle Gods wrath againſt us ; we provoke him to plague us with 
divers diſeaſes and ſundry kinds of death. | 

Let ſuch as intend to be Communicants, take care firſt to be ſincere and uniform penitents, and 
reſolve ſtedfaſtly to keep theſe Vows, which they are mnderſtoed to make {0 ſolemnly before Gods 
Table. I! is a fearfulthing to lay ones hand upon the holy Evangeliſts, ani then to be { of. ; 
But the wickedneſs is far greater, to lay ones hand, as it were, : wo Chriſts Body; an then fo 
be a Trayter ; and to take Judas his Morſe! into ines mouth with the Dcwvil in his heart, +: the 
ready way to be as -he was,” a Son of Perdition. ; 

And now let the Act of Parliament of 25 Ca. 2. ca. 2, be confidered with what is before 
laid down, and by that time, I hope you will ſee ſufficient reaton to take that ACt away, 
unleſs you will fix the greatelt blemiſh upon one of the beſt Churches in the World. 

By this ACt of Parliament, all perſons that have any employment (except as in the 
ACt is excepted) Civil or Military, are bound to take the Oaths of Allegiance and Su- 
premacy, to receive the Sacrament according to the uſage of the Church of England, 
and ſubſcribe the Declaration againſt Tranſubantiation ; and if they do it not within the 
time, and at the places therein and thecevy. preſcribed tor that purpoſe, the cmploy- 
ment or ofkce 1s thcreby adjudged void, þ COn- 
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give a ſnrewd gueſs out of whole Quiver this Arrow flew ; for altho the word Popiſh 
Reculant be made uie of, yet it is to me very plain, that the Proreſftant Recuſant was in- 
tended,and that out of revenge, becauſe he was then ſo juſt to the Liberty and Proper- 
ty of the Subject in general,that he would rather abridge himſelf ofhis Liberty of ſerving 
God according to |iis own private Conſcience, than contribute any thing to the placing 
a Diſpenſing power in the Crown, of which our Laws are profoundly ignorant. 

T'nen was this Law fet on Foot and carryed, by which all the Dillenting Proteſtants 
are kept out of all places of publick Employment, how juſtly will by and by appear.— 

But before 1 come to that, pray Sir, confider that the Sacrament of the [ords Supper 
is a moſt Sacred Ordinance, inſtituted by Chriſt for Religious, and not to (erve Secular, 
purpoles ; and therefore to make it a Teſt to qualify a Man for Civil Imployment, isre- 
ally to profane the Ordinance, and an expreſs Breach of a poſitive Law ; Theu ſhalt nat 
rake the Name of the Lord thy God in wain, 

A Man may perhaps be very fit to ſerve the Government as a Collonel , Captain, 
Licutenant, ec, that 1s by no means hit to receive the Sacrament of the | ords Sup= 
per, muſt the Government now want his ſervice, or muſt he damn his own Soul to ſerve 
the Government ? This 1s a hard Caſe, yetſo it is as the Law now ſtands. 

Again,aMan perhaps that is a Dillenter is a much better Soldier,&c.and more capable 
of icrving the Government than another Man, but he can't receive the Sacrament ac- 
cording to the uſage of the Church of Englznd; the Government now mult take up 
with one leſs able to ſerve it, or he mult play the right down Hypocrite to capacitate 
timſelt to do good as a Mar; in plain Engliſh, he mult become a Diſciple of the Be- 
vils, to evidence to Mea that he 1s a Proteitant, and where is the ſenſe of this 2 

Moreover, if this Law were deligned really againſt the Papilts, it hath not its end 
upon them; for as | am credibly informed, and doubt not to make appear, the Pope 
hath given the Engliſh Papilts a diſpenſation to do all that this Law requires, ſo that the 
conſcientious Ditlenting Proteſtants ( who really fear God, and honour the Kine and 
Queen ) are ihe only perions barr'd by this Act from a ſhare in the Government. And i 
am ſure of this, that he that is at this day for weakning the Proteſtant Intereſt, is more 
then half a Papiſt by his Acting, whatever his external profeſſion may be; and I know 
nothing can weaken it more than keeping up this Sacramentary Teſt. 

[t is the deſire of all good Men, that all Proteſtants were of a mind in every thing, 
but ſeeing, thothat be not, yet, we all are agreed in the fundamentals of Religion ; me- 
thinks the Church of Exgland, like a tender Mother, ſhould pity the Diſenters, and ſee- 
ing they are not ſtrong enough to come up to Her, ſhe ſhould tor the preſervation of the 
Sabjt ance of Religion amonglt us, yield to their weakneſs, and remove all things out of 
their wav that hinders them from uniting with Her againſt the common Enemy, the 
Papiſts | mean, 

The taking away this ACt of Parliament, would, 1 doubt not, ſo cement us, that all 
the Policy of Rye added to the proweſs of France, would never be able to ſhake us, 
much leſs to overthrow us. 

And now Sir, 1 ſhould think this were reaſon enough for the Parliament to take away 
this Law, and put'tie matter out of diſpute ; but if they think ir not fit, truly to be free 
with you, 1 amof Opinion, that His Majeity and the Government may have the uſe of 
the Dillenting Proteſtants without it, by vertue of a Proviſo in the ACt it ſelf, which 
Provilo is this; Provided alſo, that any perſon who by his or ber neglect or refuſal, according 
zo this AG, ſhall liſe or forfeit any Office, may be capable by a new grant of the («id Office, or 
of any other, and to have and to hold the [ame again, ſuch perſon taking the ſaid Oaths, and 1o- 
mg all other things required by this Att, ſo as ſuch Office be not granted to, and actually enjozed 
by ſome other perſon at the timie of the regranting thereof. 

Now | oblerve, 1. That the Exerciie of any Office within this Law is good, until the 
time pertixed for the taking the Oaths and Sacrament be elapſed. . 

2. That notwithſtanding an actual loſs or forfeiture, the perſon loſing or forteiting his 
employment, is capable ofa re.grant. And, 

3- That it is but renewing the Commititons the oftner, or in Caſe of forfeiture making a re-grant, ſor the 
Act doth no where require your taking the Oathsand receiving the Sacrament before your grant or Com- 
mifſion,but only faith it thall be void in cafe you do not dovit in the time preſcribed, and makes the ſame pe: - 
{on capable ofa re-gravt, even before he hath taken the Oaths or received the Sacramerr. 

T hus, Sir, I have treely given you my mind, I ſhall conclude all with my hearty Prajer, thatGod A':- 
mighty would give England at this day to know the things that belong to her peace, befere rhey be hid from 
her Eyes. Tam Sir 

Tour moſt humble Servant, 


Lordon, Printed for R. Baldwin in the 0ld-Baily. 


